
USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation 
for Bald and Golden Eagles and Migratory Birds 

 

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act / Migratory Birds Treaty Act 
US Fish and Wildlife IPaC Website - https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/ 

 

Account and Project Creation 
 

 Open the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool online by clicking the hyperlink 
OR copy/paste the URL in your web browser. 
 

 In order to use IPaC, you will need to create an account. You can use an existing login.gov 
account to login to IPaC. 

 
 

 If you do not have an existing login.gov account, please create one by clicking on Log In with 
Login.gov. You will be redirected to the official website and prompted to Create an account. 

 
 

 Once you have created an account and are signed in to IPaC, you will be redirected to the 
homepage. To create a new project, click on Get Started. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/


 You must first define the project boundary. Under Find Location, search or zoom to find the 
location of your project. If you have a KMZ file from Google Earth or a zipped ESRI Shapefile, 
you can upload that instead by clicking on Upload Geometry. 

 
 

o Click on Browse and navigate to the location of your desired file. When done, click OK. 

 
 

 

 

 



 You can also draw the project boundary in by hand by selecting Sketch, Polygon, or Line. 

 
 

 You can change the basemap at any point by hovering over the icon in the bottom left and 
choosing your desired imagery. 

 



 Once you’ve defined the project boundary, click Continue. 

 
 

 Once you click continue, your screen will look something like this. On the left-hand side, it lists 
potential resources found within your project boundary. Click through the different menus on 
the left to learn more about resources that have the potential to be impacted. 

 
 

 In order to generate and Official Species List, click Define Project. 

 
 

  



 To define a project and generate an official species list, fill in the information below to the best 
of your knowledge. Make sure to include all activities taking place, staging areas, major phases 
of construction, etc. Name the project “NBEAD_projcode_BA” and replacing the italicized text 
with project specific information. Click Save. 

 
 

 Once saved, your screen will look something like this. To start the review, click Start Review. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Official Species List Generated in IPaC 
 

 As part of the informal consultation request to Service, an official species list is requested. In 
order to request an official species list, click Yes, Request a Species List. 

 
 

o This project will be funded as part of the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) program, which is funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). Select Yes. 

 
 

o As described above, this project is being funded by BIL. Select Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL) (Other). 

 
 

o Select the entity that you represent. Depending on what you select, you may be asked 
to answer more questions regarding your role and who the lead federal agency is. 

 
 

  

  



o Select your role in the project. 

 
 

o Select the lead federal agency if you haven’t already done so. The lead federal agency is 
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA). 

 
 

o Enter your work contact information. This information should automatically be filled out 
if you created an account. 

 
 

o Enter the project name and description if you haven’t done so. 

 
 



o Project Type: Type in “Communications / Weather” and select the most relevant project 
type from the available options. 

 
 

o Confirm your project location is accurate and select Submit Official Species List 
Request. Your official species list will be available for review after it is processed. 

 
 

o Once the official species list request has been completed, your screen will look 
something like this. From here, you can open up your species list. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



o To save the report and view it in your PDF viewer of choice, navigate to the top right of 
your screen and click Save/Download. 
 

 Google Chrome:  
 

 Microsoft Edge:  
 

 Mozilla Firefox:  
 
 

Bald and Golden Eagles 
 

 Information relating to the presence or absence of eagles within your project area can be found 
in the Bald & Golden Eagles section of the Official Species List. The section begins with 
information about the protections these species have, and then will list which of the two, if 
either, are likely to be present. 
 

 
 

o If there are no listed eagles within this section, then your project area does not have a 
known presence of either species. This does not mean that they cannot occur in your 
project area. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Migratory Birds 
 Information relating to the presence or absence of migratory birds within your project area can 

be found in the Migratory Birds section of the Official Species List. The section begins with 
information about the protections these species have, and then will list all species likely to be 
present, if any, within the project area. 

 

 
 

o If there are no listed birds within this section, then your project area does not have a 
known presence of any species. This does not mean that there are no migratory birds 
within your area. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

Contact the Nebraska Ecological Services Field Office at: 

NebraskaES@fws.gov 

Phone: (308) 382-6468 

Fax: (308) 384-8835 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that links were current as of the date of public posting of this document but may have changed.  

Neither the State of Nebraska, the Nebraska Broadband Office, any employee or officer of either entity, nor any consultants working on their 
behalf, makes any representation or warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of the information contained herein.  It is the sole 
responsibility of applicant to comply with all requirements of the Nebraska Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (NBEAD) Program, 
including, but not limited to, compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  Any applicant or party relying on this guidance should conduct 
their own research and hire their own professional consultants, advisers, and attorneys. 
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