
USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation 
and Biological Assessment 

Biological Resources / Threatened and Endangered Species 
US Fish and Wildlife IPaC Website - https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/ 

 

Informal Consultation Request 
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is implementing the following procedure for NBEAD 
projects carried out through the Nebraska Broadband Office (NBO). When ISPs are ready to pursue 
informal consultation with the Service, submit the following items to NebraskaES@fws.gov with the 
subject line “NBEAD User Project Code, City, County, IPAC 2025-1234567, CERT-123456 ” replacing 
the italicized information with those specific to the project. To ensure the Service’s ability to serve 
you quickly and efficiently, please include the following in the body and attachments of the email: 

 
 Request for informal consultation 

 
 Official Species List Generated in IPaC  

 
 Any associated Determination Keys (DKeys) 

 
 A Biological Assessment – Project Review Request Form 

 
 Map 

 
 Any other Relevant Documents (CERT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
mailto:NebraskaES@fws.gov


 

Account and Project Creation 
 

 Open the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool online by clicking the hyperlink 
OR copy/paste the URL in your web browser. 
 

 In order to use IPaC, you will need to create an account. You can use an existing login.gov 
account to login to IPaC. 

 
 

 If you do not have an existing login.gov account, please create one by clicking on Log In with 
Login.gov. You will be redirected to the official website and prompted to Create an account. 

 
 

 Once you have created an account and are signed in to IPaC, you will be redirected to the 
homepage. To create a new project, click on Get Started. 

 
 

 You must first define the project boundary. Under Find Location, search or zoom to find the 
location of your project. If you have a KMZ file from Google Earth or a zipped ESRI Shapefile, 
you can upload that instead by clicking on Upload Geometry. 

 
 



o Click on Browse and navigate to the location of your desired file. When done, click OK. 

 
 

 You can also draw the project boundary in by hand by selecting Sketch, Polygon, or Line. 

 
 

 You can change the basemap at any point by hovering over the icon in the bottom left and 
choosing your desired imagery. 

 



 Once you’ve defined the project boundary, click Continue. 

 
 

 Once you click continue, your screen will look something like this. On the left-hand side, it lists 
potential resources found within your project boundary. Click through the different menus on 
the left to learn more about resources that have the potential to be impacted. 

 
 

 In order to generate and Official Species List, click Define Project. 

 
 

  



 To define a project and generate an official species list, fill in the information below to the best 
of your knowledge. Make sure to include all activities taking place, staging areas, major phases 
of construction, etc. Name the project “NBEAD_projcode_BA” and replacing the italicized text 
with project specific information. Click Save. 

 
 

 Once saved, your screen will look something like this. To start the review, click Start Review. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Official Species List Generated in IPaC 
 

 As part of the informal consultation request to Service, an official species list is requested. In 
order to request an official species list, click Yes, Request a Species List. 

 
 

o This project will be funded as part of the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment 
(BEAD) program, which is funded by the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL). Select Yes. 

 
 

o As described above, this project is being funded by BIL. Select Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL) (Other). 

 
 

o Select the entity that you represent. Depending on what you select, you may be asked 
to answer more questions regarding your role and who the lead federal agency is. 

 
 

  

  



o Select your role in the project. 

 
 

o Select the lead federal agency if you haven’t already done so. The lead federal agency is 
the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA). 

 
 

o Enter your work contact information. This information should automatically be filled out 
if you created an account. 

 
 

o Enter the project name and description if you haven’t done so. 

 
 



o Project Type: Type in “Communications / Weather” and select the most relevant project 
type from the available options. 

 
 

o Confirm your project location is accurate and select Submit Official Species List 
Request. Your official species list will be available for review after it is processed. 

 
 

o Once the official species list request has been completed, your screen will look 
something like this. From here, you can open up your species list. 

 
 
 

o To save the report and view it in your PDF viewer of choice, navigate to the top right of 
your screen and click Save/Download. 
 

 Google Chrome:  
 

  



 Microsoft Edge:  
 

 Mozilla Firefox:  
 
 

Associated D-Keys 
 

 As part of the informal consultation request to Service, any associated Determination Keys 
(DKeys) are being requested. If any DKeys are available, they will pop up under Step 2. DKeys 
simplify the review process for certain species and project types and help arrive at a 
recommended determination. Not every project will have DKeys available. Click Evaluate. 

 
 

o Read through the key description for further background information. Click Check if My 
Project Qualifies. 

 
 

o If your project qualifies, your screen will look something like this. Answer the questions 
truthfully and to the best of your knowledge. 

 
 

o Once you answer all the questions and complete the DKey, you will be given an effects 
determination for that specific species: No Effect (NE), Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
(NLAA), or May Affect (MA). Based on the determination, you may or may not have to 
provide more information. Reference the table below for steps moving forward. Click 



Save and Continue. 

 
 

o There may be additional questions based on the species and project type. Continue to 
answer the questions to the best of your knowledge. 

 
o Once you have answered all the questions, a determination will be made. In this 

example, a determination of “No Effect” was made. Select Generate Technical 
Assistance Letter. Select View/Change Answers if you feel there is missing information. 

 
 

o Once the technical assistance letter has been generated, you can open it up and save it 
to your computer. The letter ONLY covers the specific species and does not satisfy 
consultation for the other species included in the official list. Complete the remaining 
DKeys (if any are available). The technical assistance letter(s) will need to be attached 
when requesting informal consultation with the Service. 

 
 
 
 
 

  



Biological Assessment – Project Review Request Form 

 As part of the informal consultation request to Service, a Project Review Request Form will be 
required to be filled out. You can find the form at this link:
https://broadband.nebraska.gov/media/gbtbva2t/nbead_projcode_ba.pdf 

o Fill out all the required fields in the form.

o Select from the list of applicable potential activities. If you do not see any activity listed
that will be required for the project, please note this in the Project Description section.



o Include a sentence referencing that the ISPs are applying for funding on behalf of the 
Nebraska Broadband Office for the Nebraska Broadband Equity, Access, and 
Deployment (NBEAD) funding. EXAMPLE: 

 
 

o Fill out the information below. Refer to the Glossary of Terms hyperlink if you are 
unfamiliar with terminology. 

 
 

o Fill out the information below for each species/critical habitat identified on the official 
species list. Refer to the list for more species-specific information. Relevant Stressors 
can include alterations of physical, chemical, or biological resources as a result of the 
Project Type Activities that can induce an adverse organism response. 

 
 

  



o Include any conservation measures you intend to implement as part of the project. 
Implementing conservation measures may reduce the impact of stressors to 
discountable levels or reduce adverse responses to insignificant levels.  

 

The Nebraska Ecological Services Field Office has prepared a list of standardized Conservation Measures for all federally listed 
species in Nebraska. Implementation of these voluntary conservation measures where practicable will contribute to the 
proponents’ responsibilities under Section 7(a)2 of the Endangered Species Act to avoid, minimize, and compensate for potential 
impacts to federally listed species. This list can be found at the NEFO link provided in this section. 
 

o Make an effect determination (No Effect; May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect; 
May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect) for each species/critical habitat. Please refer to 
the section below to make an effect determination. 

 
*Note* - The NTIA in collaboration with the NTIA have determined several activities that 
would be considered to have “No Effect” on listed species or designated critical habitat. 
This list with their specific conditions can be found in Appendix A of the  
NTIA FWS Non-Federal Designation Memo 
 

o Each species on the official species list will receive an effect determination. 
 

 No Effect (NE): A 'No Effect' conclusion would be appropriate if the proposed 
action or activity caused by the proposed action would have no consequences 
to federally listed species or designated critical habitats. If you determine that 
the action or activity will result in a no effect determination, then Section 7 
consultation is not required. The proponent should document the "No Effect" 
determination and rationale justifying their no effect. The proponent is not 
required to notify the Service or seek our concurrence with a no effect 
determination as the Service is not legally required to review it, concur with it, 
or provide comments on it. In order for an action agency to determine if any 

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/NTIA_FWS_Non-Federal_Designation_Memo.pdf


activities will have "No Effect" on listed species or critical habitat(s) in the Action 
Area, the determination must be able to be made for ALL species and critical 
habitats in the Action Area.  
 

 May Affect - Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA): A proposed action warrants 
a "May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect" finding when its effects - and the 
effects of other activities that are caused by the proposed action - are wholly 
beneficial, insignificant, or discountable. Beneficial effects have 
contemporaneous positive effects without any adverse effects to the species or 
habitat. Insignificant effects relate to the size of the impact and include those 
effects that are undetectable, not measurable, or cannot be evaluated. 
Discountable effects are those extremely unlikely to occur. These 
determinations require informal consultation and written concurrence from the 
Service. 

 
 May Affect - Likely to Adversely Affect (LAA): A proposed action warrants a 

"May Affect, Likely to Adversely Affect" finding when the proposed action - or 
other activities caused by the proposed action - will have negative 
consequences to listed species or resources. These determinations require 
formal consultation and written concurrence from the Service. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



o After completing all above steps, compile the following documents for submittal to the 
USFWS. 
 Project Map 
 Official Species List 
 All applicable DKeys 
 Other relevant project data or documents (e.g. Maps, CERT) 

 
Submit the above items to NebraskaES@fws.gov with the subject line “NBEAD User Project Code, 
City, County, IPAC 2025-1234567, CERT-123456 ” replacing the italicized information with those 
specific to the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
 

Contact the Nebraska Ecological Services Field Office at: 

NebraskaES@fws.gov 

Phone: (308) 382-6468 

Fax: (308) 384-8835 

 

 

 

 

Please note that links were current as of the date of public posting of this document but may have changed.  

Neither the State of Nebraska, the Nebraska Broadband Office, any employee or officer of either entity, nor any consultants working on their 
behalf, makes any representation or warranty regarding the accuracy or completeness of the information contained herein.  It is the sole 
responsibility of applicant to comply with all requirements of the Nebraska Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (NBEAD) Program, 
including, but not limited to, compliance with applicable laws and regulations.  Any applicant or party relying on this guidance should conduct 
their own research and hire their own professional consultants, advisers, and attorneys. 

mailto:NebraskaES@fws.gov
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