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This document is meant to give a clear preview of what to expect during the NEPA review process. It includes all the questions that appear in Submittable so you can get the full picture ahead of time and start gathering information early.
As you work through the questionnaire, you may notice questions that don’t apply to your specific project. In Submittable, questions will branch based on responses. How you respond to some questions will dictate what other questions do/do not need to be answered.  This document includes every question for reference.
We also want to emphasize that any work completed prior to execution of your Subgrant Agreement, including this preparation for the NEPA review, is not eligible for reimbursement. If costs (i.e. labor or permitting costs) are incurred prior to the official execution of the subgrant, those expenses will be the responsibility of the subgrantee.
Updated 2/13/2026

Top of Form
Request for Environmental Information
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has developed the Environmental Screening and Permitting Tracking Tool (ESAPTT) to support the submission, review, and approval of projects for National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance. The following information is required for all Nebraska Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (NBEAD) projects selected for funding through this program. 
Information requested below should be expanded upon where necessary and will need to be supplemented with supporting documentation including maps, permits, and agency correspondence as appropriate. All uploaded materials should be clearly labeled for easy identification and cross-referencing.
To support the completion of this questionnaire, NTIA has developed several resources to help you research and answer the required questions. These resources are linked throughout this form. 
NTIA’s Best Management Practices (BMPs) & Mitigation Measures: Subgrantees should become familiar with the NTIA-developed BMPs and Mitigation Measures to help answer questions related to conditions that will be implemented to avoid or minimize impacts to resources. These commitments will be incorporated into the final NEPA documentation and must be followed through the life of the project. 
NTIA’s Permitting and Environmental Information Application: This ArcGIS platform combines federal, state, and environmental resource layers that can be utilized to identify resources that may be impacted by proposed projects.
NTIA’s ArcGIS Pro Permitting and Environmental Information Tool (APPEIT): This ArcGIS package utilizes information found in the Permitting and Environmental Information Application to create an easy list of potentially impacted resources for a provided project area.

A. Detailed Project Description & Location
A.1. Provide a clear and accurate description of all aspects of the project, included but not limited to the details below. (required)
· Project specific details including but are not limited to, exact length of fiber to be installed, number and height of proposed towers, number of equipment packages (e.g., satellite receivers, broadcast antennas, etc.) to be deployed.
· Describe the current conditions of the existing ground surface (e.g., wooded, agricultural field, residential, commercial, etc.) and how they will be altered during construction of the proposed project (e.g., tree removal or vegetation grubbing, grading, demolition, etc.).
· Discuss whether the project as proposed is typical in scope and scale for an action of its type.
Significant changes – such as route alterations or changes in project scope – may require additional review and result in delays to the NEPA process.
A.2. Will the project include construction that involves ground disturbing activities (e.g., trenching new fiber, burying underground vaults, new towers, etc.)? (required) Y/N
If YES to A.2., A.2.a Provide details that pertain to all anticipated ground disturbance, including area (acres) and depth, that would occur during construction activities, including temporary disturbances (e.g., buffers, equipment staging, stockpile, etc.). (required)
A.3. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. Aerial project location map that depicts all elements of the proposed project. Ensure that your map legend accounts for all items.
2. A Google Earth KML/KMZ, ArcGIS Shapefile Package or File Geodatabase of the proposed project location.
3. U.S Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5 Minute topographic quadrangle map showing the location of your project.

B. Low Earth Orbit and Fixed Wireless Access Exclusion
Low Earth Orbit (LEO) capacity and, to an extent, Fixed Wireless Access (FWA) subgrants that are only focused on providing increased capacity, without ground disturbing construction activities, have been determined by NTIA to be exempt from NEPA. Therefore, NTIA is not taking a federal interest in this transmission infrastructure. This includes:
· Individual subscriber or independent third-party installation of consumer-owned, over-the-air reception devices (including satellite dishes and parabolic antennas), routers, and modems.
· The purchase, storage, installation, and use by consumers of antennas, receivers, routers, modems, interior and exterior wireless access points, switches, cabling, network equipment, servers, radios, repeaters, and premise equipment, located on the private consumer premises.
Projects that are determined to be exempt from NEPA must still complete a review for compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
Projects that are funded by NTIA that include construction or improvement of commercial satellite ground stations, earth stations, teleports, towers, or comparable ground disturbance to support last mile service are still subject to NEPA, no matter how minor. A full environmental review must be completed before initiating any associated ground disturbing construction activities.
B.1. Will the project include only activities that are defined above (the two bullet points), and consist of no ground disturbing activities? (required) Y/N
· Review Appendix A of the “USFWS Section 7 “no effect” list and Consultation Memo” to determine if your project would meet criteria for a “no effect” determination.

If YES to B.1., you are only required to complete sections A & B. 
If NO to B.1., jump to section C and complete the rest of the form.

B.1.a. Does the project as proposed meet criteria within the exemption list, and would qualify for a “no effect” determination for all project activities? (required) Y/N
If YES to B.1.a.,
B.1.a.i. Upload documentation related to meeting a “no effect” determination, as defined in the “USFWS Section 7 “no effect” list and Consultation Memo”. (required)
If NO to B.1.a, coordination with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) using the Project Review Request process will be required to determine effects on listed species and designated critical habitat. See the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Biological Assessment SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
B.1.a.i. Provide information about how the project will comply with the Endangered Species Act. (required)
· Describe the identified species and resources from the IPaC Official Species List and consultation with USFWS.
· Using the outcome of the completed Biological Assessment process, discuss the finding of effect for each species. Acceptable species’ findings of effect include “no effect,” or “not likely to adversely affect.”
· Provide a description of your plans relating to tree removal, vegetation clearing/grubbing, or removal of nesting building structures will be completed.
A finding of effect that is either “may affect” or “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” may require additional coordination with USFWS.
B.1.a.ii. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect Federally listed Threatened or Endangered Species? (required) Y/N
B.1.a.iii. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect Critical Habitat for Federally listed Threatened or Endangered Species? (required) Y/N
B.1.a.iv. Based on consultation with the USFWS, will the proposed project adversely impact Federally listed Threatened or Endangered Species? (required) Y/N
B.1.a.v. Based on consultation with the USFWS, will the proposed project adversely impact Critical Habitat for Federally listed Threatened or Endangered Species? (required) Y/N
B.1.a.vi. Upload the following attachments, as applicable. (required)
1. IPaC Official Species List
2. Completed Biological Assessment Process form
3. All documents related to consultation with USFWS.
B.1.a.vii. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to federal threatened and endangered species. (required)

C. Land Use
C.1. Provide information related to the current land use of the entire project area. (required)
1. Detail the current ownership of the project properties (e.g., owned by project proponent, leased, etc.).
2. Detail the current zoning (if applicable) of the project area and whether the proposed construction is compatible with local planning and zoning. Will a change in zoning be required as part of this project?
3. Describe any property acquisition or right-of-way (ROW)/easement acquisition that may be required as part of this project.
4. Describe whether the project is located on or directly adjacent to formally classified lands (e.g., parks, state or national forests, etc.) and what effect it may have on those protected areas.
C.2. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect any protected lands? (required) Y/N
C.3. Upload an appropriately scaled Protected Lands of the U.S. (PADUS) map with the location of project activities clearly denoted. (required)
· Protected Lands of the U.S. (PADUS) 
· See the Protected Lands of the U.S. SOP/FAQ document for guidance. 



D. Threatened and Endangered Species
NTIA has delegated authority to the subgrantee to complete Section 7 Endangered Species Act consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). NTIA and USFWS have also collaborated to develop a list of potential broadband project activities that have been determined to have “no effect” on threatened and endangered species, or their habitat.
· Review Appendix A of the “USFWS Section 7 “no effect” list and Consultation Memo” to determine if your project would meet criteria for a “no effect” determination.
D.1. Does the project as proposed meet criteria within the exemption list, and would qualify for a “no effect” determination for all project activities? (required) Y/N
If YES to D.1.: 
D.1.a. Provide information and documentation supporting the determination. (required)
If NO to D.1.: 
· If NO, coordination with USFWS using the Project Review Request process will be required to determine effects on listed species and designated critical habitat. See the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Biological Assessment SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
D.1.a. Provide information about how the project will comply with the Endangered Species Act. (required)
· Describe the identified species and resources from the IPaC Official Species List and consultation with USFWS.
· Using the outcome of the completed Biological Assessment process, discuss the finding of effect for each species. Acceptable species’ findings of effect include “no effect,” or “not likely to adversely affect.”
· Describe tree removal, vegetation clearing/grubbing, or removal of nesting building structures that will be completed.
A finding of effect that is either “may affect” or “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” may require additional coordination with USFWS.
D.1.b. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect federally listed threatened or endangered species? (required) Y/N
D.1.c. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect critical habitats for federally listed threatened or endangered species? (required) Y/N
D.1.d. Based on consultation with the USFWS, will the proposed project adversely impact federally listed threatened or endangered species? (required) Y/N
D.1.e. Based on consultation with the USFWS, will the proposed project adversely impact critical habitats for federally listed threatened or endangered species? (required) Y/N
D.2. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. IPaC Official Species List
2. Completed Biological Assessment Process Form
3. All documents related to consultation with USFWS
D.3. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to federal threatened and endangered species. (required)
D.4. Describe the identified species and resources from the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC) Conservation and Environmental Review Tool (CERT) and consultation with NGPC. Also, provide information about how the project will comply with the Nebraska Nongame and Endangered Species Conservation Act (NESCA). (required)
· See the NGPC CERT SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
D.5. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect state-only listed threatened or endangered species? (required) Y/N
D.6. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. Final CERT Report
2. All correspondence and documentation provided to and from NGPC (if applicable)
D.7. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to state listed threatened and endangered species. (required)

E. Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act/Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act establish federal protections for eagles and migratory bird species by prohibiting take, possession, or disturbance without appropriate authorization. The proposed project must demonstrate compliance with both laws by implementing protective measures and obtaining any necessary permits if there is the potential that activities could result in take.
See the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) Eagle and Birds SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
E.1. Provide information about how the project will comply with the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. (required)
1. Describe the identified species from the IPaC Official Species List.
2. Describe tree removal, vegetation clearing/grubbing, or removal of nesting building structures that will be completed that may have the potential to disturb migratory birds during nesting season.
[bookmark: _Hlk221536435]E.2. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect protected bald or golden eagles? (required) Y/N
E.3. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect protected migratory birds or their habitats? (required) Y/N
E.4. Please upload the following attachments, as applicable. (required)
1. IPaC Official Species List
2. All documents related to consultation with USFWS (if applicable)
E.5. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to bald and golden eagles or migratory birds. (required)

F. Historic Preservation / Cultural Resources
NTIA and NBO have delegated authority to the subgrantee to complete Section 106 coordination with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). Please initiate coordination with the Nebraska SHPO, which will provide information required for cultural resources, request archeological/architectural studies, and respond to or concur with a finding of no effect for the project. See the Nebraska SHPO SOP/FAQ document for guidance. 
When initiating coordination, include this memorandum from NTIA to show authorization to consult with Nebraska SHPO. 
NTIA will initiate coordination with federally recognized tribes that have an interest in the project area to determine if any would like to participate in the NEPA process. If any choose to participate, NBO will coordinate with the subgrantee and provide the necessary information to complete Section 106 consultation process.
F.1. Provide information about how the project will comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. (required) 
· Describe and address any resources that were identified by the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the Nebraska SHPO.
· Discuss the outcomes of consultation with the Nebraska SHPO.
F.2. Will the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect any historical/cultural resources? (required) Y/N
F.3. Based on consultation with the Nebraska SHPO, will the proposed project adversely impact historical/cultural resources? (required) Y/N
F.4. Will the proposed project restrict access to and ceremonial use of tribal sacred sites by tribal practitioners or adversely affect the physical integrity of the site? (required) Y/N
F.5. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. All correspondence and documentation provided to and from the Nebraska SHPO.
2. A map showing the resources from the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the proposed project.
3. Any documentation provided by NTIA or NBO from tribal consultation.
4. Any documentation from recognized tribes that requested further consultation.
F.6. Describe any conservation measures/avoidance and minimization actions that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce potential impacts to known and unknown historical/cultural resources. (required)

G. Floodplains
The project must demonstrate compliance with the National Flood Insurance Act, as amended by the Flood Disaster Protection Act, and Executive Order 19988 – Floodplain Management. 
G.1. Provide information about how the project will comply with EO 11988. (required)
· Discuss the floodplain/floodway resources present within the project area.
· Include each Flood Map Number and effective date (e.g., 31109C0305F; 2/18/2011) that encompasses all or part of the project. See the FEMA MSC SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
G.2. Is the proposed project located within a mapped floodplain? (required) Y/N
If YES to G.2., G.2.a. Will the proposed project include filling, altering or significantly modifying a floodplain? (required) Y/N
If YES to G.2., G.2.b Do project activities within the floodplain consist only of buried fiber installation? (required) Y/N
If NO to G.2.b, G.2.b.i. If any equipment or facilities are located within a floodplain (excluding buried fiber), will they be elevated above the base flood elevation to minimize/prevent the risk of flood damage? (required) Y/N
G.3. Upload map(s) from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Map Service Center showing Special Flood Hazard Areas and the location of the project. (required)
· Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Map Service Center 
G.4. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to floodplains. If equipment or facilities will be located within a floodplain, and can be elevated to protect from the base flood elevation, please state your commitment to follow these conditions throughout the life of the project. (required)

H. Wetlands
The project must identify whether any wetlands that are present have the potential to be impacted as part of this project per Executive Order 11990 – Protection of Wetlands. 
H.1. Describe how the project will comply with EO 11990. (required)
1. Discuss the anticipated impacts that would occur from completion of the project as proposed. If no ground disturbing activities will occur as part of this project, describe the activities briefly.
2. If applicable, discuss the findings of a completed on-site wetland delineation to identify wetland resources.
3. Utilize the USFWS National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) online mapping tool to determine if wetlands may be present within your project area. See the NWI SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
H.2. Will the proposed project be located within a wetland? (required) Y/N
If NO to H.2., H.2.a. Please describe how it was determined this project will not be located within a wetland. (required)
· If a wetland delineation was completed for the area, provide a brief summary and upload full report in the attachments section below (H.4).
· Describe any design efforts used to avoid potential wetland areas. 
H.3. Will the project temporarily or permanently fill wetlands? (required) Y/N
If YES to H.3., H.3.a. Do all project activities within the wetlands consist only of buried fiber installation, with the area being returned to pre-project contours after construction? (required) Y/N
H.4. Upload a map showing resources from USFWS NWI with project boundaries clearly demarcated. (required)
H.5. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to wetlands. (required)
I. Water Resources
I.1. Describe the project's potential impact to water resources.(required)
Points to consider: 
· Source water protection areas include sole source aquifers and wellhead protection areas, but may also be expanded to include groundwater protection areas or watershed/river basin protection areas, depending on the project location.
· The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) maintains a database of sole source aquifers within the United States, and there are none located within Nebraska.
· The Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment (DWEE) Interactive Mapper system provides information related to wellhead protection areas.
· The US EPA How’s-My-Waterway database should be used identify impaired waters that the project intersects and discuss if any impacts are anticipated for that impaired water. See the NDWEE Wellhead and EPA How’s My Waterway SOP/FAQ documents for guidance.
I.2. Is the proposed project located within a Sole Source Aquifer? (required) Y/N
EPA Sole Source Aquifer map
I.3. Is the proposed project located within a Wellhead Protection Area? (required) Y/N
DWEE Wellhead Protection Area map
I.4. Does the project intersect any impaired waters? (required) Y/N
EPA How's my Waterway map
I.5. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. Map(s) from the Sole Source Aquifer database that depict the project area.
2. Map(s) from the Interactive Mapping system that depict wellhead protection areas and the project area.
3. Maps(s) from the EPA How’s-My-Waterway web application that depict the project area.
I.6. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce or avoid impacts to water resources. If the project will create ground disturbances greater than or equal to 1.0-acre, please discuss the project plan for development and implementation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to minimize pollution of water resources. (required)

J. Hazardous Materials / Environmental Risk Management
The project must comply with local, state, and federal regulations, such as the Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment (DWEE) Title 128 – Nebraska Hazardous Waste Regulations, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).
J.1. If the project site has been evaluated for any current or historically existing hazardous materials, describe them and how you will dispose of any encountered or generated wastes will be properly disposed of. (required)
· Utilize the NDWEE Interactive Mapping System to search your project area for any regulated facilities and the programs they are participating in. See the NDWEE Interactive Mapper SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
· The EPA Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) database can also be utilized to search your project area for potential hazardous sites.
· Discuss whether the project would involve exposure of any persons to ionizing or non- ionizing radiation, or if the project involves the use of any radiation in excess of the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) established Maximum Permissible Exposure Limits.
J.2. Is the proposed project located on or near (within 0.1 miles) any active, inactive, or abandoned contaminated hazardous waste sites? (required) Y/N
J.3. Would the proposed project involve human exposure to ionizing or non-ionizing radiation or use of any radiation in excess of the FCC established Maximum Permissible Exposure limits for human exposure?(required) Y/N
J.4. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. Map(s) from the NDWEE Interactive Mapper System with depicted project area.
2. List of all regulated facilities in close (0.1 miles) proximity to the project area, and programs that are or have been associated with the site.
3. For all mounted wireless equipment, please provide specification sheets (if applicable) that show how usage will not expose users to radiation.
J.5. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to ensure safety of workers and the public from hazardous materials. (required)



K. Public Controversy
K.1. Describe any public or other controversy that may occur from the completion of this proposed project. (required)
Please consider topics including the following
· Could the technology proposed for this project result in any uncertain or unique environmental effects?
· Could this proposed project cause any substantial disagreement among the public over the size, nature, or effect on the environment?
· Could the proposed project degrade already existing poor environmental conditions?
K.2. Describe any public feedback and your responses. If there was no public feedback, simply state NA. (required)
K.3. Upload any public input/comments that may have been received about this project (if available). (required)

L. Prime Farmland
The project must demonstrate compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA). The subgrantee is responsible for completing consultation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to determine impacts under the FPPA. If not yet completed, please initiate coordination with the Nebraska USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to have a review completed for the proposed project. See the USDA-NRCS FPPA SOP/FAQ document for guidance.
L.1. Describe the prime farmland resources that are present within the project area. (required)
· Use the USDA-NRCS Web Soil Survey tool to determine the soil types within your project area, and discuss their classifications and amounts.
· Discuss the outcome of your consultation with the USDA-NRCS
L.2. Does the proposed project have the potential to adversely affect prime, important, unique, or farmland of local importance? (required) Y/N
L.3. Based on consultation with the USDA-NRCS, will the proposed project adversely impact prime farmland that would require mitigation or an alternative project plan? (required) Y/N
L.4. Upload the following attachments. (required)
1. Map(s) from the Web Soil Survey online tool.
2. All correspondence and documentation provided to and from the USDA-NRCS.
L.5. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce impacts to prime and unique farmland. (required)

M. Air Quality
The project must demonstrate compliance with the Clean Air Act and its relevant amendments for managing air quality. Nebraska currently meets or exceeds (in attainment) all criteria pollutants under the Clean Air Act.
M.1. Describe how the project will comply with the Clean Air Act, including impacts that may occur during construction activities, and if there will be any long-term impacts to air from this project. (required)
M.2. Will the proposed project permanently effect the air quality? (required) Y/N
M.3. Upload the following attachment. (required)
1. Current Environmental Protection Agency Greenbook for Nebraska Nonattainment/Maintenance Status. 
M.4. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to minimize and avoid excess air pollution during construction. (required)

N. Transportation/Traffic
N.1. Describe how the implementation of the project may have a direct or indirect effect on transportation and traffic movement. (required)
1. If public or private right-of-way will be required to facilitate the project, discuss permits that may be necessary and how the project will comply with local and state transportation regulations.
2. Describe how the project will utilize existing infrastructure to potentially reduce new environmental impacts.
3. Describe whether any road closures or detours will be necessary for the construction of the project.
4. If applicable, discuss any new transportation infrastructure may need to be constructed or improved to complete the project.
N.2. Will the proposed project negatively impact traffic during construction (e.g. detours, closed roadways)? (required) Y/N
N.3. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce or avoid impacts to local transportation. (required)

O. Noise
O.1. Describe how the implementation of the project may have a direct or indirect effect on the ambient noise level of the project area and its surrounding environment, including any sensitive noise receptors in close proximity to the project location, and how they may be affected by construction activities. (required)
O.2. Will the proposed project permanently change the background ambient noise levels of the project area? (required) Y/N
O.3. Provide a description of any conservation conditions/avoidance and minimization measures that will be implemented during construction activities to reduce excess noise during or after construction. (required)Bottom of Form
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