
NBEAD 
Technical Assistance

Section 7 Consultation: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Farmland Protection Policy Act: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture –

Natural Resources Conservation Service



Agenda

• US Fish & Wildlife Services Coordination
• USFWS presentation / Q&A
• Farmland Protection and Policy Act (FPPA)
• Q&A



Clarification of the 3 Es

Exemption
CPE only

LEO

Exception
Applies only to 

sections

Exclusion
Categorical 

exclusion granted 
by NTIA



Website Resources
NBEAD/Subgrantee Resources
• NEPA/Permitting questionnaire
• SOPs/step-by-step instruction guides
• DPA environmental summaries
• Last week’s slides & recording



Other Resources

NTIA No Effect 
Determination Memo

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/fil
es/2025-08/NTIA_FWS_Non-

Federal_Designation_Memo_2025.pdf
USFWS & NTIA partnership

Dark fiber
Other examples

Biological assessment 
form updates

https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/NTIA_FWS_Non-Federal_Designation_Memo_2025.pdf
https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/NTIA_FWS_Non-Federal_Designation_Memo_2025.pdf
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US Fish & Wildlife
Endangered Species Act: Section 
7 Consultation

Grace Trankina
Fish & Wildlife Biologist 
Nebraska Field Office 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service



IPaC DemoNBEAD Project Consultation

Nebraska Ecological Services Field Office
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Consultation Request
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To request consultation from the Service, send the 
following information to NebraskaES@fws.gov

1. IPaC Official Species List

2. IPaC DKey output (if applicable)

3. Biological Assessment (BA)

4. Any other relevant supporting documents
◦ Engineering plans, landowner agreement, 

photos or map of the site, etc.



https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/ 
IPaC
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For Testing / 
Training: IPaC Beta

https://ipacb.ecosphere.fws.gov/

https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/


Consultation Request
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To request consultation from the Service, send the 
following information to NebraskaES@fws.gov

1. IPaC Official Species List

2. IPaC DKey output (if applicable)

3. Biological Assessment (BA)

4. Any other relevant supporting documents
◦ Engineering plans, landowner agreement, 

photos or map of the site, etc.



IPaC Interface
•Navigate to IPaC

•Login using Login.gov

•Select Get Started

•Find a location
• Address, lat/long, place name

•Define action area
• Sketch, Polygon, Line, or 

Upload options
• Continue
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Action Area
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The action area is defined by 

regulation as all areas to be 

affected directly or indirectly by 

the Federal action and not merely 

the immediate area involved in the 

action (50 CFR §402.02).



Project Home Page 

8



Project Home Page
Add Members
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•Add collaborators to a 
project so everyone has 
access.

•All members have ability 
to make changes 



Start Review

10



Start Review
1 Request an official species list

2 Evaluate determination keys
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Nebraska Field Office 
recommends to skip 
these optional steps 
in the review process



Request an official species list1
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Request an official species list1
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Please read! Lots 

of great info



Consultation Request
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To request consultation from the Service, send the 
following information to NebraskaES@fws.gov

1. IPaC Official Species List

2. IPaC DKey output (if applicable)

3. Biological Assessment (BA)

4. Any other relevant supporting documents
◦ Engineering plans, landowner agreement, 

photos or map of the site, etc.

 
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Evaluate DKeys2



Available DKeys

15

Streamline consultation through IPaC
Nebraska Statewide DKey - Available soon! 
Bat Rangewide DKey
ABB DKey
Don’t be afraid of May Affect Determinations,
we are here to help



Evaluate Dkeys – NLAA Outcome 2
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NLAA determination may be contingent 
on conservation measures agreed to in 
DKey (ex. time of year restrictions, 
keeping tree removal under certain acre 
threshold, etc.)



Consultation Request
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To request consultation from the Service, send the 
following information to NebraskaES@fws.gov

1. IPaC Official Species List

2. IPaC DKey output (if applicable)

3. Biological Assessment (BA)

4. Any other relevant supporting documents
◦ Engineering plans, landowner agreement, 

photos or map of the site, etc.

 
 



Biological Assessment3
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IF you determine NLAA or LAA for 
at least one species on the official 
species list that is not covered by 
a DKey, Section 7 consultation is 
required



Biological Assessment3
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Key information 
needed:
1. Federal 

action/funding 
agency

2. Location 
3. Brief project 

description 

4. Project 
Description

5. Species/CH
6. Effect 

Determinations

7. Your contact 
information

8. Request for 
consultation



Statutory Authorities of Fish and Wildlife
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Endangered Species Act

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act



Migratory Bird Treaty Act Resources
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Avoid vegetative/tree removal during primary nesting season (~May 1 – July 15)

Implement risk minimization measures on infrastructure (powerline hazard reduction etc.)

Nationwide Recommended Best Practices:

 https://www.fws.gov/node/5233941 

Read you IPaC 

letters and visit our 

website for more!

https://www.fws.gov/node/5233941


Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
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Eagle Incidental Take Permits for Power Lines

https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-
management/power-line-permits

Eagle Nest Disturbance Permit:

https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-
management/eagle-incidental-disturbance-and-nest-
take-permits 

https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management/power-line-permits
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Ready to request consultation! 

24

To request consultation from the Service, send the 
following information to NebraskaES@fws.gov

1. IPaC Official Species List

2. IPaC DKey output (if applicable)

3. Biological Assessment (BA)

4. Any other relevant supporting documents
◦ Engineering plans, landowner agreement, 

photos or map of the site, etc. Send to:

5. Send to:

 
 

 
 



https://www.fws.gov/office/nebraska-
ecological-services/project-planning-guidance 

Project Planning Guidance Webpage
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Questions?
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Grace Trankina

402-902-0795

grace_trankina@fws.gov

Thank you for your time 

and attention!

mailto:grace_trankina@fws.gov


Farmland Protection and Policy Act (FPPA)

MINIMIZE THE CONVERSION OF 
PRIME AND UNIQUE FARMLAND

CONSIDERS SOIL QUALITY, NOT 
CURRENT LAND USE



FPPA

Prime farmland: land with the best 
combination of physical and 
chemical characteristics for 
producing food, feed, fiber, and 
oilseed crops with minimal fuel, 
fertilizer, and pesticide inputs. 
Unique farmland: land other than 
prime farmland used for producing 
high-value food and fiber crops, 
requiring specific soil, moisture, and 
location conditions



Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
(NRCS) Consultation 
• Email state soil scientists 

• SOP/FPPA guide
• Acres of conversion
• Map/information showing the footprint of 

conversion
• Acceptable map/information formats: 

PDF • Georeferenced ESRI Shapefile • 
Georeferenced CADD drawing (.dwg / .dgn) • 
Google Earth KMZ / KML

• NRCS has 30 days to begin review

• Some projects may require additional documentation 
or coordination



FPPA Outcomes • NRCS determines whether FPPA 
requirements are met

• Exception or USDA-FPPA 
Conversion form 

• Results are documented as part of 
the NEPA process



Questions
Grace Trankina 

Fish & Wildlife Biologist 
Nebraska Field Office 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service



nbo.admin@nebraska.gov www.broadband.nebraska.gov
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